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Sandra McDonald, EX-PG Ltd 
Independent Mental Capacity Advice and Training  

 

 

Endorsing the original power of attorney 
 

 

 

 

What Does This Mean?  

 

Simply, it means you confirm that a copy of your original Power of Attorney (PoA) 

document is a true copy / representation of the original.  

 

Your solicitor may be willing to offer you endorsed copies; you should ask about this and if 

there is an additional charge.  

 

 

Why Should I Bother? 

 

If/when your attorney needs to use the PoA they will be asked to send either the original, 

or an endorsed copy, to each/all of the organisations that you have contact with – you will 

be surprised just how many this is when you count up.   It is often necessary to contact 

these organisations pretty much at the same time, so to send the original to one and wait 

for it to come back (sometimes upwards of a month), before sending to the next and so on 

really hinders the effective and timely operation of the PoA.    

 

It is better to have a pile of endorsed copies which means the attorney can send one to 

everyone at the same time.   It is also safer than sending the original, as it is not 

uncommon for the original to be mislaid by an organisation.  

 

 

The Law  

 

It is worth your attorney knowing a bit about the lawful basis on which you, the granter, can 

endorse copies. Endorsed copies are equally as valid as the original but Organisations 

may not know this, so will insist on the original; or they will permit an endorsed copy so 

long as this has been authenticated by a lawyer – because they do not appreciate that the 

granter is legally permitted to endorse the copies for himself.  You, or rather your attorney, 

may therefore have to quote the law on occasions.  Here it is,  
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The authority for the granter to validate a copy of the original power of attorney comes 

from section 3 of the 1971 Power of Attorney Act, which section remains in force 

notwithstanding the later 2000 Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act, which is otherwise the 

current Act governing powers of attorney. 

 

Section 3 of the 1971 Act states      

 

“The contents of an instrument creating a power of attorney may be proved by means of a 

copy which is a reproduction of the original made with a photographic or other device for 

reproducing documents in facsimile and contains the following certificate or certificates 

signed by the donor (which we call a granter in Scotland) of the power or by a solicitor or 

stockbroker.  

 

that is to say- 

 

(i) a certificate at the end to the effect that the copy is a true and complete copy of 

the original ; and 

 

(ii) if the original consists of two or more pages, a certificate at the end of each 

page of the copy to the effect that it is a true and complete copy of the 

corresponding page of the original. 

 

 

So what does this mean in English, what do I have to do to endorse a copy? 

 

1. Scan or photocopy the original i.e. produce a replica of it.  Make as many copies as 

you think you need. 

 

 

2. You, the granter, must Sign and date each page (apart from the last page) with the 

words  

 

I declare this is a true and complete copy of the corresponding page of the original.   

 

 

3. You, the granter, must then sign and date the final page with the words  

 

I declare this is a true and complete copy of the original.  
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4. Someone else can write all the words and you can just sign it.  I would advocate 

signing in blue ink (or a colour other than black), as it is easier to prove this is not a 

photocopy.     

 

 

5. You cannot just put the declaration and signature on one copy and photocopy that 

as many times as you wish as this secondary photocopy is not an image of the 

original, but rather is an image of a copy of the original, so falls outside the 

permission given by 1971 Act.   

 

 

6. The endorsing of copies is best done as soon as the power of attorney is returned 

to you from the OPG registration, so there can be no later challenge as to your 

capacity to have made this declaration.  

 


